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to work—comprising the establishment of public work-
shops and State aid for the unemployed; and State
support for the aged and infirm.
The deputies of the Third Estate believed in liberty
and equality. They said so on every occasion. But what
they really meant was that they believed in liberty for
their class—the middle class—and equality for that
class with the nobles. When, however, it was a question
of admitting the so-called lower classes to equality with
themselves, it was quite another matter. Robespierre
commented bitterly: "From the prosperous shopkeeper
to the superb patrician, from the lawyer to the ancient
duke or peer—nearly all wish to keep the privilege to
despise humanity in the shape of the common people.
They would rather submit to masters themselves than
to see the number of their equals multiply. Provided
they can oppress others, servitude seems a more desir-
able destiny to them than liberty shared with their
fellow-citizens. They seem to imagine that God has,
from all eternity, bent the backs of some to carry
burdens and fashioned the shoulders of others to wear
gold epaulets."
For him liberty meant all power in the hands of
the people; and equality, equal rights for all French
citizens—for Languillette in Arras and for the Jews of
Metz. It was not that he loved Languillette or the Jews,
but that he loved justice. It was an intellectual con-
viction with him. Moreover, he believed with Rousseau
that political equality was a delusion unless it rested
upon a basis of economic justice: "The unjust distribu-
tion of wealth is at the basis of political inequality and
the destruction of liberty".
Unless the Revolution brought about a more equit-
able distribution of wealth, it would, in his opinion,
have failed in its purpose: "A revolution which does
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